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To Whom It May Concern:

It is a pleasure to write a letter of recommendation for Ian Parker.  About 23 years ago, when he was an undergraduate at Penn, I had him as a student in two courses, one in fiction writing and one in the writing of poetry.  As a writer, he is excellent.  His short stories and poems were engaging, evocative, sometimes humorous, sometimes bravely experimental, treading toward the murky region between representational narrative and surreality.  But there was always an admirable consistency in his work:  it dealt with large issues, what it means to be human, how our condition is sometimes absurd and oppressive, and how it is sometimes made bearable by our capacity to feel love.  His vision of the world encompasses both what we despair over and what fills us with joy.  There are many students who can write skillfully but few of them have something significant to say, and I’ve always thought that Ian was among those few.  He received A’s for both courses, and some of his work was published by our university literary journals. 

Ian is not only a good writer but he is also a fine critic.  His discussion of assigned texts was perceptive and intelligent, and his criticism of student work was both incisive and judicious.  He, in his own right, was a good teacher whose remarks and opinions were alluded to by the other students in their own responses to peer work.  It was a pleasure to have him in class; he added immeasurably to it.  

I give Ian my highest recommendation.  He is likable, intelligent, self-possessed, curious, and imaginative.  But he is also a good person, trustworthy, generous, and socially concerned.  I have no doubt of his abilities, or of his dedication to improve himself always and to contribute importantly to the world.


Yours truly,

Gregory Djanikian
Director of Creative Writing
University of Pennsylvania
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